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Blue Whale

Blue Whales are the largest animals ever to live in our 
planet’s history and its mass greatly exceeds that of 
the largest dinosaurs. The largest recorded Blue Whale 
caught was 30 metres in length and weighed close to  
180,000 kgs!

(see comparative sizes in diagram below) 
As a baleen whale they feed on swarming 
planktonic creatures  and travel in small close-
knit groups of 3-4 whales.

The Blue Whale was the mainstay of the foreign 
whaling industry between 1925 and 1938  when 
some 360,000 were killed in the Antarctic. 

Today’s population has never fully recovered and 
a slow recovery is evidence  that it could be a 
century before they reach numbers at which they 
are beyond danger of extinction.

The Tory Channel station in the Marlborough 
Sounds took a few Blue Whales over the years but 
being an oceanic creature, unlike the Humpback 
which concentrates in coastal waters, it was only 
rarely seen. 

Earlier this month ( February 2014) a small group 
of  Blue Whales were sighted in the Taranaki Bight.

Balaena musculus 
Musculus meaning little  

mouse or muscle.

The blue whale is found mostly in cold and temperate waters, 
and it prefers deeper ocean waters to coastal waters. Like 
many other baleen whales, it feeds in cool waters at high 
latitudes, and generally migrates to warmer temperate and 
tropical waters to breed and give birth.


