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Minke Whale
Minke whales are the smallest of the baleen whales with 
the exception of the Pygmy Right Whale. 

There are three types of Minke: the Antarctic Minke Whale  
which is the largest at some  10+ metres, the Northern 
Minke at 9 metres and the Dwarf Minke measuring up to 
7.5 meters as an adult. 

Both the Dwarf and Antarctic Minkes are found in 
the southern hemisphere.

The species was hunted extensively by Japanese 
and Russian whalers during the 70s and 80s while 
today Japanese whaling fleets continue to kill 
several hundred each year for supposed scientific 
research. 

Minkes are found in all oceans, though they are rarely observed 
in the tropics. They seem to prefer icy waters, and are found 
right up to the edge of the icepack in polar regions, and have 
actually become entrapped in the ice fields on occasion.

The Antarctic minke whale inhabits all oceans in the Southern 
Hemisphere. Its summer range is close to Antarctica, but it 
moves further north in winter, overlapping in range with the 
dwarf form of the common minke whale.

The northern minke with a white patch on its flippers.

Minke whales (like all baleen whales) are seasonal 
feeders and omnivores. They sieve through the 
ocean water with their baleen and filter out small 
polar plankton, krill, and small fish, even chasing 
schools of sardines, anchovies, cod, herring, and 
capelin. They have the same diet as blue whales. 

Minkes often travel in pairs or on their own and 
can swim at almost 34 km/h which is particularly 
fast for a whale. 

The females bear a single calf every second year. 
This calf weighs about 450kg at birth and learns 
to swim in 30 minutes!  

While pods have been sighted around New Zealand 
coasts,  most records of the two species come from 
strandings. 

The total Minke  population has been estimated at  
some 800,000 worldwide.

The main recognition character that allows for the distinction of Antarctic 
Minke whales from the northern Minke whales is the absence of a white 
patch on the flippers in Antarctic Minke whales
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